Sunday February 22, 2004

East Cobb mother of two wins
organizational makeover

r" |

" To trim her children's playroom from
100 toys down to 20, Paige Foster of east Cobb needed a little
professional help.
"There were just so many toys and not enough places to put them,
Mrs. Foster, describing the room.
So, the mother of two submitted photos of the playroom, snagging the
win in The Messy Kids Rooms Contest, sponsored by three professional
organizers.
Organizing pros Allison Carter, Sharon Hess and Teresa Basch dived right

into the mass of toys early on Valentine's Day morning.

said

"We were looking for someone who didn't know where to start," Mrs.
Carter said. "Their room was clearly out of control with the dumping of
things in it. There was no sense of order, so it was easy to fix because
we could start from scratch.”

The first order of business was to sort through the surplus of toys and
place them into categories like toy kitchen supplies, pretend play items,
arts and crafts and toys to be discarded. The throw-away items were the
largest section by far, filling up a mini-van and donated to MUST
Ministries.

"There were 50 to 75 stuffed animals,"” said Mrs. Carter of the toys for
Mrs. Foster's children Britney, 6, and Daniel, 2. "Purge things that don't
work. A lot of the things were toys people have given to them and the
children have never played with."



Mrs. Carter used the word "affluenza" to describe parents' urge to use
their disposable income for an excess of toys for their children, and
advises that kids' favorite things to play with can be as simple as a
cardboard box.

"Just give them enough to stimulate them," said Mrs. Carter, who lives in
Marietta with husband Jimmy and children Anna, 6, and Eddie, 3. "Also,
parents need to teach children after age 3 how to give things away to
kids that don't have any toys."

A mistake made by many is not utilizing bins; however, Mrs. Foster didn't
even have the luxury of bins, so a Container Store gift certificate was
supplied for the purchase of them. Then items were organized, the bins
were labeled and the items were placed into them - and the children
were taught to put items back where they had gotten them.

"So many people need help and can't necessarily afford to get it done,"
Mrs. Carter said of the contest's purpose. "This also lets people know
that professional organizers exist. People don't have to live this way."

Mrs. Foster learned a valuable lesson about the amount of items she
needs in her home.

"I learned less is more. My kids don't need everything there is on the
market. They also left me extra bins, so now I can organize the rest of my
house," she said. "The ladies did a great job, and they pushed me to get
rid of things I wouldn't have otherwise."
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