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II. Resources Galore 
 
In studying for the exam and writing The Insider’s Guide, we read most of the resources 
recommended by the Board of Certification for Professional Organizers. In addition, we 
scoured the CD archives from NAPO conferences. We tracked down useful websites so 
we could bring you the most comprehensive list of resources to help you prepare for the 
test.  We even tell you why (or why not) to read or listen to each resource. The books and 
other resources are divided into categories (below) to make it easier for you to plan your 
attack. 
 
Foundat ions of  Professional Organizing 
 
The Organizing Sourcebook: Nine Strategies for Simplifying Your Life 
By Kathy Waddill 

 
Why read it? 
If you have 1500 hours of organizing under your belt, you are already familiar 
with the strategies Waddill presents to the public.  Particularly helpful is her 
practical, insightful approach using down-to-earth situations to reinforce her 
points.  It is the only book we have found that recommends that the client view 
the organizing process through the “Eyes of a Stranger Method.”  
 
What’s in it?  
This book outlines leading industry standards for fundamental organizing.  Even 
though it’s written for the general public, the concepts are the same as those used 
by most organizers.  The author clearly defines simple organizing techniques 
through the nine strategies of “reasonably organized people.”  You may want to 
read this book to reinforce your knowledge and re-familiarize yourself with terms 
and jargon. 
 

  Gems:  
“The systems need to fit you and your life or they won’t work.”  
 

 For a taste of The Organizing Sourcebook, go to 
www.TheUntangledWeb.com and click on “Review The Sourcebook” to read the 
first chapter.  

 

 How to See What Your Client Really Needs by Kathy Waddill. Covers her 
initial assessment process.  NAPO conference 2002. www.VWTapes.com 


